Laparoscopic management of bile peritonitis after liver biopsy.
Bile peritonitis is an infrequent complication of liver biopsy and is usually treated by supportive care or laparotomy. Fever, peritoneal signs, and hemoconcentration developed in a 56-year-old man 7 hr after biopsy. At laparoscopy, a large amount of cloudy, bilious fluid was aspirated using a suction-irrigation device. No liver injury or bile leak was seen. The patient gradually improved and, although he required percutaneous drainage of the subhepatic bile collection, did well. This case illustrates the new use of laparoscopy to manage bile peritonitis after liver biopsy. Compared with conventional laparotomy, this procedure has the advantages of lower intraoperative risk, shorter recovery time, and superior visualization of peritoneal contents.